
In 2005, Laurel Harrison who coordinat-

ed the Hamilton Area Eco-Network, was 

looking for a way to network all of the 

environmental organizations in the re-

gion, and at the suggestion of Peter Or-

mond, created Green Drinks Hamilton, 

which was the 118th city to join in an 

event that now happens monthly in 540 

cities worldwide!   Laurel, and her ac-

complices Dave Hart Dyke and Peter 

Ormond still organize the event which 

has taken the form of Green Drinks 

Afloat (aboard the Hamilton Harbour 

Queen), Green Drinks pub crawls, annu-

al Green Drinks Christmases, Green 

Drinks skating parties and hosted 

countless mini presentations which 

have gone on to galvanize action from 

attendees in doing good for our Cityõs 

environment. 

 

Jobs have been found, friends made, 

and most importantly, laughs have been 

shared, because who needs to laugh 

more than someone who cares about 

our environment! 

 

Green Drinks usually meets the 3rd 

Tuesday of every month.   

Facebook page: https://

www.facebook.com/

groups/8621336459/   

 

Website www.greendrinks.org/ON/

Hamilton,%20Ontario  
    

 

 

Tue Sept 23 2014 5:30PM 
onward 

 

Coffee, beer or wine, it doesn't matter 

what you drink. Come out to Green 

Drinks where you can enjoy a relaxed 

setting, drop in, meet new people, have 

lively and fun discussions and mo-

ments of serendipity. For anyone inter-

ested in the environment or working in 

the green sector. This month's Green 

Drinks  features a 15 minute presenta-

tion on stormwater management for 

Hamiltonians (at 6pm) and is brought 

to you by Conserver Society! 

 

The venue is small and friendly, with 

very reasonable prices and a nod to 

organic/local. The Artword Artbar, 15 

Colbourne St., (just off James St. N.), 

Hamilton is close to bus service on 

James North and has street parking 

and parking in the church lot at the cor-

ner of McNab & Colbourne. 

 

History of Green Drinks 

In 1989, at a pub called the Slug and 

Lettuce in North London, Edwin 

Datschefski was sitting with his green 

design colleagues when he noticed an 

enviro-minded acquaintance with a 

group at a nearby table.  They pulled 

some tables together, and a movement 

was born, evolving into Green Drinks, 

which is now global in 62 countries.   
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Just up the street from Green Venture 

is Veevers Park, located at 688 Green-

hill Avenue. A nice park with a play-

ground, small splash pad and large 

open area. Veevers Park was actually 

donated to the City of Hamilton by the 

Veevers brothers, Bertram and Ronald, 

the same men who donated Green Ven-

tureõs EcoHouse to the City. The loca-

tion, name and history of the park was 

a great fit for Green Venture, so we de-

cided to adopt it! 

 

Becoming involved in the Adopt-A-Park 

Program was incredibly easy and before 

we knew it we were hosting our first 

park volunteer event as part of the an-

nual Davis Creek Community Cleanup 

event this past spring. Early in June we 

hosted our next event, a park beautifi-

cation day where volunteers and staff 

worked together to pick-up litter, clean 

graffiti, pull invasive weeds and put 

wood chips around the park trees.  

 

 

Deirdre Connell 

 

Green Venture is located in the Davis 

Creek Community, defined as the area 

from the Red Hill Valley to Centennial 

Parkway and from the escarpment to 

King Street East. We work closely with 

the Davis Creek Community Planning 

Team and are always looking for ways 

that we can give back to community. Re-

cently Green Venture learned about the 

City of Hamiltonõs Adopt-A-Park Program 

and decided to look into adopting a park 

of our own. 

 

With the Adopt-A-Park Program a group 

adopts a City of Hamilton park. The park 

remains the property of the City but the 

community group helps maintain it 

through regular litter cleanups, removing 

graffiti, weeding and generally keeping 

an eye on the park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adopt-A-Park 

The Environmental Advocate 

A Conserver  

Sponsored Program! 

Veevers Park, named after 

the Veevers family 

Mulching trees in Veevers Park 
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Another park beautification project 

Green Venture recently completed was 

painting a new mural in the park. This 

mural, found under the picnic shelter, is 

a way to brighten up the park while high-

lighting some of Davis Creekõs historical 

routes.  

 

 

Completed Veevers Park mural,  

painted by Jotthi Bansal 
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IS OUR COOTES TO ESCARP-

MENT ECOPARK SYSTEM ONE 

OF THE GREAT PLACES IN 

CANADA? VOTE! 
 

Hamilton region now possesses one of the larg-

est urban parks in Canada. The Cootes to Es-

carpment EcoPark system needs your vote to 

make it the Best Place In Canada (contest). Its' 

4,600 acres include Lake Jojo and Cootes and 

it has 9 partner-organization/city lanndowners. 

It contains 50+ species at risk and has a cru-

cial spawning ground for Lake Ontario fish. 

When completed it will feature a vast network 

of trails and viewing and resting areas. On Sept 

20 the remediation of a brownfield site kicks 

off the creation of a beautiful gateway to the 

park by the Desjardins Canal.  

 

You can vote for it at http://

www.greatplacesincanada.ca/en   

 

Voting is finished on September 25. 

http://www.greatplacesincanada.ca/en
http://www.greatplacesincanada.ca/en
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Don McLean 

On Saturday, September 20 the Hamilton 350 

Committee is offering a free public screening of 

a brand new film from 350.org. The showing is 

part of Hamiltonõs solidarity with people con-

verging on New York City for the historic Peo-

pleõs Climate March, and with climate actions 

this weekend around the world. 

The documentary Disruption unpacks the ques-

tion 'why have we done so little, when we know 

so much?'  by weaving together commentary 

and insight from some of the most renowned 

voices on climate change today including 

James Hansen, Bill McKibben, Naomi Klein, 

Elizabeth Kolbert, Rajendra Pachauri, Justin 

Gillis, Michael Mann, among others. 

The film takes an unflinching look at our unique 

moment in history - of tipping points and thresh-

olds - as the first generation to feel the impacts 

of climate change and the last generation that 

can do anything about it. Taking the message of 

meaningful action beyond the climate choir, 

Disruption expands the understanding of cli-

mate change to encompass a broad range of 

social justice issues including equality, resource 

scarcity, independence and autonomy. 

Ultimately, Disruption forces us to confront the 

greatest challenge of our time - whether we will 

be able to collectively learn from our past to 

save our future. 

The Hamilton showing will take place at the 

Tower at 281 Cannon Street, a new space at 

the intersection of Cannon and Victoria. The 

film will start at 7 pm. 

Kim Dunlop 

The Conserver Society recently provided sponsor-

ship to Green Venture for a grant from the Hamil-

ton Community Foundation. The focus of the 

grant was to increase volunteer opportunities in 

the Davis Creek community. Green Venture has 

been working with the Davis Creek Planning 

Team to increase volunteerism and has had a 

great summer so far. 

 

In the spring Green Venture adopted Veevers 

Park, through the City of Hamilton Adopt-A-Park 

Program. Adopting Veevers Park is a way for 

Green Venture to give back to the Davis Creek 

community but it is also a way for volunteers to 

become more involved in their community. 

 

On June 7th Green Venture hosted a Park Beauti-

fication morning where 13 volunteers and Green 

Venture staff worked together to get Veevers 

Park ready for the summer. Everyone worked 

together to pick up litter, clean graffiti, pull inva-

sive weeds and put mulch around the trees in 

the park. 

 

This summer Green Venture has also had many 

volunteers joining us at our EcoHouse, helping 

with weeding, painting, building new gardens 

and attending workshops. We are excited to be 

hosting a volunteer appreciation BBQ on Satur-

day, October 4th after a fall cleanup of Davis 

Creek. Itõs just one way for us to say thank you to 

all our volunteers that help out around Green 

Venture and in the Davis Creek Community. 

 

For more information please contact Kim Dun-

lop: volunteer@greenventure.ca,  

905-540-8787 x157 

Volunteering in Davis Creek 

The Environmental Advocate 

A Conserver  

Sponsored Program! 

Photo: Volunteers and Green Venture 

staff after cleaning up Veevers Park  

Climate Change Film 

mailto:volunteer@greenventure.ca
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Lisa Turza 

 
Thank you to the Ed Smee Fund at the Hamilton 

Community Foundation for generously commit-

ting funding to the Mountsberg Shrike Recovery 

Project at Conservation Halton.  

This project is working to save the Eastern Log-

gerhead Shrike from extinction. Thanks to do-

nors like the Ed Smee Fund, twenty-six shrikes 

have been released since the start of the pro-

gram in 2012. Conservation Halton also has a 

commitment to public education, and is home to 

the only Eastern Loggerhead Shrike available for 

education in the world. So far in 2014, five of 

the six breeding pairs have laid their first nest, 

of a typical two per breeding season. The hatch-

lings are starting to learn to fly around the enclo-

sure, and are preparing for release in late 2014.  

This is shaping up to be the strongest results yet 

for captive releases of the Eastern Loggerhead 

Shrike from the Mountsberg facility. Thank you 

to the Ed Smee Fund for their support! 

For more information, go to: 

www.conservationhalton.ca/current-projects 

 

If you would like to support the Shrike Recovery 

Project, go to: https://www.canadahelps.org/

services/wa/dnm/en/#/page/5956 ó 

Shrike Recovery Project 

A Conserver  

Sponsored Program! 

http://www.conservationhalton.ca/current-projects
https://www.canadahelps.org/services/wa/dnm/en/#/page/5956
https://www.canadahelps.org/services/wa/dnm/en/#/page/5956

